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Kids Learning Place
Spring was in the air on May 5, 2010! The children at Kids Learning Place Union City, Ohio were filled with excitement and could not wait to go outside! This day was the culmination of something they have waited for quite some time! What used to be a gravel parking lot has been turned into a playground for very active three, four and five year olds. 
The children regularly observed and discussed the progress of the playground installation that began in September 2009 and was completed in May 2010. Funding from the Head Start Body Start Play Space Grant provided the seed money to get the project started, which turned the dream for a safe and inviting outside learning environment into a reality. Along with exploring the outside environment by incorporating science, math, social studies, language and creative art activities, the addition of this playground encourages and enhances children’s physical health and development as well.  The I Am Moving, I Am Learning approach is also incorporated into outside physical activity and inside nutrition and movement activities.
The Head Start center has a long standing relationship with the Evangelical United Methodist Church where the new playground is located. Through the support of the church community, it was obvious that the development of the playground was a welcome addition to the church and local community. They purchased plants for the playground flower boxes and were brave enough to work beside the children to plant them during a playground dedication ceremony! The children made stepping stones with Quick- Crete and colorful gems and placed them near the flower boxes. They also tied colorful streamers on the chain link fence to mark the celebration.

Celebrating Life, Growth and Friendship was the theme for the playground dedication. Children, staff, parents, church members, a Head Start Body Start Representative and family and friends of Vicki Mathis, a deceased Family Service Worker, gathered for a ribbon cutting ceremony and to dedicate the playground in Vicki’s honor. A bench is being made in Vicki’s memory and will be placed on the playground as a spot for relaxation and reflection.

Head Start Body Start congratulates the entire community at Kids Learning Place for coming together to provide a safe and inviting outdoor play space for their children to play!
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