In Honor of Our Dance Educators and Students
A Child’s Bill of Rights -

A Proclamation in the International Year of the Child
Pertaining to Dance Education
Prepared by leaders of the National Dance Association and the Commission on Children’s Dance, this document stands the test of time in support of dance education for all ages and abilities. 

WHEREAS

The arts are universally viewed as an essential ingredient in the quality of life;
Whereas

A child’s body and senses are the primary vehicle for understanding and appreciating the self and relating to the world;
WherEas

Dance as an art form involves the whole self though processes of sensing, moving, thinking, and feeling;
WherEas

Quality children’s dance includes opportunities to be a spectator of appropriate and varied dance forms, a creator, including self expression and the shaping of that expression into form; and a performer, including both original work and traditional forms;
Be it Resolved that

We support the objectives of the International Year of the Child-and commit ourselves to the task of designing programs working toward effective change and the realization of this proclamation.

