
 

 

 

 

 

Introduction  

The dance field offers unconventional career paths that may begin in a number of educational 

settings where training usually starts at a young age. Many dancers expand their careers by 

enrolling in college programs to earn degrees as dance educators, administrators, notators, 

writers, and scholars in addition to working as performers and choreographers. They may earn 

their degree before, during or after a professional dancing career. Other dancers may choose not 

to perform professionally, but instead choose to pursue employment through private academies, 

public schools, freelance work, physical therapy or other related field. Regardless of the path 

chosen, dancers now have a wide variety of options for their education and career pursuits-- 

perhaps more than any other field. With all of the recent research in the health benefits of dance, 

we advocate for dance to be included in all public school systems throughout the US. 

While this compilation of dance statistics was updated in 2010, the frequency of dance career 

and dance education research is low. Some studies have not been updated since 1996. This 

document provides the most recent facts and figures available. We welcome our dance education 

community to provide us with any additional statistics you feel are valuable to this information. 

Contact: nda@aahperd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statistics on Dance Education 
and Careers in Dance 
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Statistics on General US Education 

During the 2010-2011 school year, there will be nearly 99,000 public schools and 
approximately 34,000 private schools open in the United States. 
 

2006/2007 Student Population Statistics 

Public Elementary Students, Pre-K–Grade 8: 34,592,000  

Public Secondary Students, Grades 9–12: 15,018,000  

Private Elementary Students, K–Grade 8: 4,784,000  

Private Secondary Students, Grades 9–12: 1,368,000  

High School Dropout Rate, Ages 16–24: 9.3%  

 

In 2008, there were approximately 4,352 two-year and four-year colleges and 

universities in the United States. 
 

2007 Post-Secondary Enrollment Statistics 

Total Higher Education Enrollment: 18,248,128  

Undergraduate: 15,385,000  

Graduate: 2,224,000  

Professional: 348,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Statistical Estimates on Dance Education in the United States 
 

 

K-12 Education 

Schools that Offer Dance as Part of Curriculum: 6,000 

Students Taught by Qualified PTE and FTE Dance 

Specialists: 6% (that’s 3.5 million out of the 55 million 

total students) 

American Children who Receive Dance Training in 

School: 43%  (36% by physical education teachers, 

coaches, general educators, volunteers or parents and 

only 7% by full or part-time specialists)  

 

Higher Education 

Approximately 665 postsecondary institutions offer 

dance minor and major programs in the United States. 

 

Private Dance Studios and Schools 

The National Directory of Dance Schools (Compiled by 

Dance Studios USA) lists over 6,000 private dance 

studios. 

 

 

 

Statistical Estimates on Dance Careers in the United States 

Dancers and Choreographers 

 Most dancers begin their professional career by age 18. 

 In 2006, professional dancers and choreographers held about 40,000 jobs in the U.S. About 

17% of these were self-employed. 

 National averages show that dancers may earn anywhere between $6.62/hr to over $25.75/hr 

depending on their skill level and type of production. This rate includes rehearsal time, 

choreography lab time, performance time, and often required time spent in class for company 

performers. Salary may also depend on location, cost of living, and extent of touring. While a 
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company member in New York City may make more than a company member based in 

Cleveland, the cost of living is significantly higher in New York than Ohio.  

While the median income of a choreographer in 2009 is approximately $33,000 a year, top 

choreographers directing their own companies may have an annual company operating 

budget of $5.6 million. However, with operating costs for large companies totaling over $5.2 

million, the choreographer may net just over $400,000 each year. 

 

Teachers—Self Enrichment Education 

 Dance teachers can hold positions in a number of business settings from renting studio space 

as a private contractor, to gaining employment through a private studio or arts foundation, to 

holding a position in public or private elementary or secondary school. Like many other 

teaching positions in K-12 schools, the latter often requires a teaching license specific to the 

state’s requirements. Some states will honor the certification or licensure of another state 

with comparable requirements. 

In 2006, self-enrichment educators (including those who teach dance) held 261,000 jobs in 

the United States. 

 National averages show that these teachers earn between $8.53/hr to over $32.02/hr. 

However, some private studios offer their teachers $45.00/hr and higher for advanced, 

curriculum, or company classes, while K-12 dance teachers may be offered salaried 

positions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Links:  

 Dance Studios USA 

National Directory of Dance Schools                              

 National Center for Education 

Statistics 

Arts Education in Public Elementary 

and Secondary Schools: 1999-2000                                                                        

 National Center for Education Statistics 

Digest of Education Statistics: 2007-2008  

 United States Department of Labor 

Bureau of Labor Statistics- Dancers and Choreographers: 2008-2009                                                                                      

 United States Department of Labor 

Bureau of Labor Statistics- Teachers – Self Enrichment Education 2008-2009                                                                     

 

Photo by Steve Clarke 

 

http://www.dancestudiosusa.com/
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/frss/publications/2002131/
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/frss/publications/2002131/
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d09/tables/dt09_089.asp
http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos094.htm
http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos064.htm

