
             

A. RQES Ethical Violations Categories adapted from Thomas, Nelson, and Silverman (2011)* 
 
1. Plagiarism 
 
2. Fabrication of data 
 
3. Falsification (altering) of data 

• Also, intentionally misinterpreting cited literature 
 
4. Faulty data-gathering procedures, including, but not limited to 

• Inappropriate treatment of participants 
• Using malfunctioning equipment 
• Accepting data from participants who did not follow instructions 

 
5. Failure to retain original data for at least three years following publication 
 
6. Misleading authorship 

• Incorrect order of authors 
• Omission of contributing author(s) 
• Inclusion of inappropriate author(s) 

 
7. Unacceptable publication practices 

• Dual publication, including submitting the paper to multiple journals while under consideration by 
RQES 

• Copyright violations 
 
B.  Procedure for reporting violations 
 
1. Alleged violations should be reported to the RQES Editorial Board in writing, including any supporting documents 

or data.  Supporting documentation may include the manuscript in question and the reportedly plagiarized 
manuscript, a statement outlining how data were falsified or how authorship was misrepresented, etc.  The RQES 
Editorial Board will determine whether a violation was committed, based on the weight of the evidence provided 
and in communication with the author(s).  If a violation is determined to have occurred, the Board will determine 
the appropriate sanction (below).  Individuals may appeal any discipline by the Editorial Board to the Research 
Consortium Executive Committee.  

 
C. Sanctions 
 
1. Individuals found to have committed a violation will receive a letter of reprimand with copies sent to the 

individual’s administrative supervisor(s).  
2. Individuals found to have committed a violation will be prohibited from publishing in RQES.   
3. Sanctions will be imposed for not less than two years and not more than 5 years, depending on the severity of the 

violation, as determined by the RQES Editorial Board.  
4. In the case of a multi-authored manuscript, in most cases, all authors will receive the same sanction.  
 
* Thomas, J. R., Nelson, J. K., & Silverman, S. J. (2011). Research methods in physical activity (6th ed., Chapter5). 
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